Languet you ask my opinion I reply thus: I do not believe
to Sidney there is among the great men in Christendom
a wiser man than the Prince of Orange. In La
Noue many excellencies contend for preemi-
nence, besides which he possesses such skill in the
art of war, that the Prince himself and all the
men of understanding here consider him the pil-
lar of their party. The other day when he wished
to go into France, promising nevertheless to re-
turn in a few months, they besought him ear-
nestly not to go, saying that his presence was
absolutely necessary; and though, as he assured
me, he could not give up the journey without
great inconvenience to his private affairs, he pre-
ferred the public advantage to his own, and was
persuaded to remain. He is now sent with a com-
mand into Flanders. There are many captains
and colonels here, English, Scots, French, and Bel-
gians, who are accounted brave men and good
soldiers, but they cannot be associated in La
Noue's absence, for there is not a man among
them who will serve under any of the rest; all of
them obey La Noue gladly. The friendship and
intimacy of these two men, of whom I speak thus
highly, will be already prepared for you if you
come hither. They both love you and esteem
you greatly.

Now I will treat you frankly, as I am accus-
tomed to do, for I am sure our friendship has
reached a mark at which neither of us can be
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